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Social Capital in New Orleans
Due to social capital people invested in, the community residents of New Orleans completely recuperated from disasters. Taking the example of the 2005 Hurricane Katrina, social capital played a major role to help and lift the lives of the people. The major social capitals that strengthen the community residents in New Orleans are bonding, bridging and linking (Hawkins & Maurer, 2009). First social capital, that is, bonding plays an integral part in the physical and social well-being of the community residents of New Orleans. During Hurricane Katrina, bonding helped families to work together to invent ways to curb the effects of the Hurricane. The bonding also is important for families to stand with each other within the family and outside. Hawkins and Maurer (2009) assert that many families during the hurricane decided to stay behind to help those in need. According to Hawkins and Maurer (2009), bridging and linking are essential in New Orleans as it allows people in New Orleans to share information in case of disasters. The information shared includes, how to get food, clothes, shelter and other essential needs.
Like other cities, New Orleans also experiences inequalities. Racial inequality is a problem in New Orleans. Hawkins and Maurer (2009) give a case of a woman confirming how racism played a role in the issue of linking and bridging. According to Hawkins and Maurer (2009), African Americans had a problem to access important information regarding basic needs. In New Orleans, it is so difficult for different races to share except when a high standard of education is involved. For instance, Hawkins and Maurer (2009) demonstrate that African American can get the attention of the other races especially, whites only when they can express themselves well and have enough education. Social inequalities also exist in New Orleans. New Orleans consist of various races, however, the division of resources is unequal. Some areas that are dominated by the whites highly have access to information and other resources. The disabled sometimes end up in rehabilitation facilities during disaster instead of getting better treatment in New Orleans.
As the bedrock of racism, New Orleans settlements become a threat to the well-being of the environment. According to Morse (2008), the whites after the emancipation and civil war pushed the people of color the undesirable places. As a result, the settlement areas occupied by the people of color wrecked the stability of the place leading to the intensity of the disaster. This showed a high level of segregation in New Orleans and being one of the social factors leading to disaster. As a matter of concern, the environmental injustices and social factors in New Orleans are the same as those mentioned in Hurricane Sandy. Both the stories of risking the lives of people of color in New Orleans and Baltimore expresses the same thing as people of color are exposed to settle in the areas that risk their lives. According to Grove, Ogden, Pickett, Boone, Buckley, Locke, Lord and Hall (2018), the people of color in Baltimore experienced a hard time as they were forced to settle near industries, unlike the white counterparts. However, the aftermath of New Orleans glimpsed a change as the community helped each other regardless of races during the disaster of Hurricane Katrina.     
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